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and therefore " tenant in tail male in remainder expectant on
the death of his father of the Slingsby estates."1
The trustees and uncles, being still dissatisfied, submitted
the papers to Sir Edward Carson, who gave them one of the
shortest opinions on record: that he could not understand how
such a judgment could be based on such evidence; that there
had been a grave miscarriage of justice and that the case ought
to go to appeal.
On the 17th January, 1916, Lady Carson noted in her Diary:
" I went down with Edward to the Courts to hear him open the
Slingsby case. He was awfully good. The Court was full, I
shouldn't think she had a leg to stand on."
Before the Master of the Rolls, Lord Justice Warrington and
Mr. Justice Bray, Sir Edward Carson went through a formidable
book of affidavits which he held up before him. The American
detective agency had done its work so well that Sir Edward
Carson had little difficulty in showing that the evidence of
Mrs. Slingsby was open to doubt or proved to be false, in almost
every particular.
To illustrate the danger of relying on facial resemblance,
Carson quoted a story from the Reminiscences of Sergeant
Ballantyne, who had good hopes of being successful in a case of
the kind when the judge suddenly gave judgment against him*
" You were nearly misleading me," His Lordship afterwards
remarked to Ballantyne, " but I happened to catch sight of
your client in court, and the resemblance between him and the
child was enough for me."
" Good heavens," said the lawyer, " but my client was not
in court, it was the Solicitor's Clerk , , ."
On the 14th March, 1916, the Master of the Rolls delivered
judgment. He found that Mrs. Slingsby, the only material
witness for the defence, was not to be relied on, nor could he
bring himself to believe that an expectant mother would adver-
tise for a child: " This is so repugnant to all that one knows of
maternal instincts that I cannot bring myself to doubt that
her story ought to be rejected."2
i See The Times Report, Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division, December
3rd, 1914- February 4th, 1915.
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